
  

   
 

        

  
  

 

 
Marseille, 14 October 2026 

 
PORT OF MARSEILLE FOS LAYS THE FOUNDATION STONE OF ITS FUTURE HEADQUARTERS 

 

A year on from unveiling the “Le Phare” architectural project, Christophe Castaner, Supervisory Board 

Chairman at Port of Marseille Fos, and Hervé Martel, Management Board Chairman, are celebrating 

the laying of the foundation stone for the organisation’s future headquarters, in the presence of 

Cécile Cambier, Eiffage Concessions Director, Laura Cambe, Regional Director Southeast for Eiffage 

Construction, and project architect Corinne Vezzoni. Following several months of preparatory works, 

the site today enters its construction phase in line with the published timetable. 

 

 

Since February 2026, essential preparatory works have been under way to transform project “Le Phare” 

and Hall J0 site: rerouting networks, clearing of the land required for the building site (demolition of 

the J0/J1 walkway) and reorganising of the archives with the creation of a temporary extension. 

 

In late summer, the site had become visible following the demolition of the current establishment’s 

former restaurant, which occupied the location of the future building, and removal of the roof from 

Hall J0. At the same time, numerous arrangements have also been made to ensure that port operations 

continue uninterrupted for the duration of the work, including a new route for the thoroughfare and 

the construction of a cruise ship quay to the north of the Terrasses du Port shopping centre. 

 

The laying of this foundation stone today marks the official start of the construction phase for the 

headquarters. Foundation works are under way and will enable the gradual construction of the future 

headquarters over the next few months. 

Design and built by the Eiffage group in partnership with the architecture agency Corinne Vezzoni & 

Associés and the architect Philippe Matonti, Le Phare will be a contemporary headquarters for the Port 

of Marseille Fos, open to the city and the port itself, while also highlighting the exceptional heritage 

value of Hall J0. Synergies between the different Eiffage business lines -Eiffage Concessions, Eiffage 

Immobilier, Eiffage Construction (lead contractor), Eiffage Génie Civil, and Eiffage Énergie Systèmes are 

key to the project’s success. 

 

The project is currently precisely on schedule in all areas, with handover of the new headquarters 

planned for the second quarter of 2028. A second phase will then involve the deconstruction of the 

current headquarters and the final development of the site, including Hall J0 and spaces open to the 

public, with final completion of the project expected by 2030. 

 

“A port is not just economic infrastructure. It also embodies a region’s identity and plays a role in its 

future. With this first stone, we are not only beginning the construction of a building. We are setting 

out our ambition of a port that is more open, more visible and more closely connected to its 

surroundings. “Le Phare” project symbolises the radical transformation the Port of Marseille Fos has 



  

   
 

undertaken. In restoring Hall J0 rather than turning our backs on its history, we are choosing to combine 

heritage, attractiveness and transition.” 

Christophe Castaner, Supervisory Board Chairman, Port of Marseille Fos 
 

“Laying this first stone marks a tangible and long-awaited milestone in a project that began some years 

ago. With the preparatory works having been completed on schedule, today we enter the construction 

phase of the port’s future headquarters. Beyond the project itself, “Le Phare” serves two aims: to 

provide our employees with modern working conditions compatible with new ways of collaborating, 

while also breathing new life into the port’s iconic heritage assets. Alongside our partners, we are 

building a headquarters that will live up to our ambitions for the Port of Marseille Fos for decades to 

come.” 

Hervé Martel, Management Board Chairman, Port of Marseille Fos 
 

“Eiffage is proud to lead this ambitious project, made possible by the complementarity between the 

Group’s business lines. From full oversight of the project to its maintenance, from land development to 

energy performance management, each Group entity delivers a tailored solution. As a key player in the 

transformation of territories, we are bringing our expertise to bear on showcasing Marseille’s heritage 

and that of its port.”  

Cécile Cambier, Eiffage Concessions Director 

 

“Since antiquity, much of Marseille has been destroyed, each time erasing any traces of its past. 

Restoring Hall J0 is about offering a different approach to building a city: developing an iconic site for 

the future while preserving its heritage even as it is adapted to new uses. It’s also about contending 

with the Mediterranean wind, light and climate to reduce energy needs while considering the comfort 

of those who will live and work on the site, by creating pleasant spaces, allowing air to circulate and 

expelling heat naturally during the warmest periods. Lastly, it’s about reusing existing materials as 

much as possible, prioritising terracotta and low-impact materials, calling upon French resources and 

know-how, and using wood in interior fixtures to introduce softer tones to workspaces. With Le Phare, 

we want to show that a transformation on this scale can be achieved while preserving what really 

matters and limiting its environmental impact. We want to promote this more restrained and more 

mindful approach to building a city. We are delighted to see the project taking shape today.” 
Corinne Vezzoni, Architect 
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ABOUT THE PORT OF MARSEILLE FOS 
A major player in international trade, the Port of Marseille Fos welcomes almost 10,000 ships and 4 million passengers 

every year, handles nearly 75 million tonnes of goods, and is developing 10,400 hectares of land as part of its commitment 

to environmental excellence. 

It serves 500 ports worldwide in almost 160 countries. The Port of Marseille Fos has the space and infrastructure to 

accommodate maritime, logistical and industrial activities. It can handle a wide range of activities, importing and exporting 

goods of all types (bulk liquids, containers, minerals, food products, etc.). A multimodal platform connected to rail, river, road 

and pipeline networks, the Port of Marseille Fos offers direct access to the French and European hinterland, with high-quality 

services linking the Mediterranean to northern Europe. It serves more than 15 million consumers in southern France and 

reaches more than 70 million people along the Rhône–Saône corridor and in western Europe. The port is also part of the 

MeRS (Marseille–Rhône–Saône) route, a natural extension of its industrial ecosystem that unites hundreds of businesses and 

Europe’s principal internal logistics hubs.  

For more information, visit: www.marseille-port.fr 

 
Press contact  

Florence Peltier 

+33 6 15 70 37 39 

presse@marseille-port.fr  

 

ABOUT EIFFAGE 
Eiffage is one of Europe’s leading construction, and property development, energy services and concessions companies. 

Established in the major European markets, the Group aspires to be a key player in the environmental transition, energy 

sovereignty and sustainable mobility while actively contributing to creating the cities and infrastructure of tomorrow. Thanks 

to the experience of more than 87,000 employees, Eiffage generated revenue of €25.3 billion in 2025, of which almost 36% 

was outside France. 

For more information, visit: www.eiffage.com 
 

Press contact 

Emma Lortsch 

+33 1 71 59 51 02 

emma.lortsch@eiffage.com 

 

 

ABOUT CORINNE VEZZONI & ASSOCIÉS 
For more than 20 years, Corinne Vezzoni & Associés has focused on public and private projects combining architecture, town 

planning and urban design. The agency’s approach prioritises climate-aware solutions tailored to local resources and uses, 

with particular attention to biodiversity and sustainable buildings. Its practice is context-specific and firmly rooted in local 

communities. Led by Corinne Vezzoni, Pascal Laporte et Maxime Claude, the agency employs around 20 people. Their iconic 

achievements include the Themis building in Paris, the conservation and resource centre at MuCEM in Marseille, the Simone 

Veil College in Marseille, The Camp campus in Aix-en-Provence, and the Chalucet district in Toulon. The recipient of numerous 

prestigious awards such as the Academy of Architecture’s Gold Medal and the Prix des femmes architectes, nominated several 

times for the Grand Prix National d’Architecture and shortlisted for the European Union Prize for Contemporary Architecture 

– Mies van der Rohe Award, the agency embodies a rigorous and artistic vision of architecture.  

For more information, visit: https://www.vezzoni-associes.com/ 

Press contact  
EVE’VOTREDIRCOM  

+33 6 62 46 84 82 
 servicepresse@votredircom.fr 
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